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SUBJECT: ELECTRIC POWER FOR ASMARA 

1 . AT REQUEST CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR I MET WITH HIM MARCH 18. HE 
SAID THERE POSSIBILITY THAT LACK OF ADEQUATE RAINFALL THIS SPRING 
WOULD RESULT IN SHORTAGE OF WATER SUPPLY IN MAY- JUNE (JUST BEFORE 
ONSET OF RAINY SEASON). SHORTAGE OF WATER WOULD ADVERSELY AFFECT 
ABILITY OF EELPA TO GENERATE SUFFICIENT ELECTRIC POWER TO RUN 
THE CITY. (EELPA HAS BOTH STEAM AND DIESEL GENERATORS). COL. 

FIKRU RECALLED THAT IN PAST KAGNEW STATION HAS PROVIDED ELECTRIC 
POWER TO MUNICIPALITY ON EMERGENCY BASIS, FOR WHICH HE VERY 
GRATEFUL, AND HE WAS ASKING FOR ASSURANCES THAT SUCH ASSIS- 
TANCE WOULD BE AVAILABLE IF NEEDED DURING PERIOD MAY- JUNE. HE 
SAID THAT AS IN PAST. MUNICIPALITY WOULD PAY FOR POWER USED. 

2. 1 SAID THAT IN RECENT POWER EMERGENCIES, KAGNEW STATION HAD 
PROVIDED 1.5 MEGAWATTS TO CITY, WHICH, I BELIEVED, WERE JUST 
ADEQUATE TO LIGHT HOSPITALS, GOVERNMENT OFFICES, AND OTHER 
ESSENTIAL LOCATIONS; ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS, WE WOULD AGAIN BE 
PREPARED TO HELP TO THE EXTENT WE COULD. FIKRU REITERATED THAT 
KAGNEW POWER WOULD BE USED TO SUPPLEMENT EELPA, NOT REPLACE IT. 
SINCE NEITHER OF US WERE ELECTRICAL EXPERTS, WE AGREED THAT FURTHER 
DISCUSSION ON MODALITIES BE PURSUED BY KAGNEW AND EELPA. 
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3. COMMENT: I HAD NOT EXPECTED THIS MATTER TO BE RAISED TO CA LEVEL. 

IT HAD BEEN BROACHED BY NEW SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO CA FOR URBAN AND 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, ANTENEH BERHANE, ABOUT 10 DAYS EARLIER 
IN APPROACHES MADE TO OIC NAVCOMMU. IN ADDITION ATO FF.SSEH AZTF.N 
APPROACHED PA&E ACTING FACILITIES MANAGER ABOUT THE SAME TIME. 

ON OUR SIDE. WE HAD AGREED TO ELICIT A WRITTEN REQUEST. IN VIEW 
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OF NEW TWIST, I WILL SEND LETTER OF CONFIRMATION CAREFULLY SPELLING 
OUT LIMITED EXTENT OF OUR CAPABILITY TO ASSIST. 

4. OUR FOCUS IS ON CONDITION OF KAGNEW GENERATORS. OF 4 
IN INVENTORY, ONE UNIT (#1), IN THE PAST AVAILABLE FOR EF.T.PA 

USE. IS NOW INOPERATIVE; OF THE OTHER THREE, TWO ARE DESIGNATED 
PRIMARY (#3) AND STANDBY (#2) FOR KAGNEW STATION AND ASSORTED 
EPMG ENCAMPMENTS, HOWEVER, OCCASSIONALLY IN THE PAST THIS STANDBY 
UNIT (#2) FOR KAGNEW HAS BEEN AUTHORIZED FOR USE BY EELPA; THE 
FOURTH UNIT (#4) IS ONLY MARGINALLY OPERATIONAL AND IS DESIGNATED 
AS AN "EMERGENCY STANDBY" UNIT FOR KAGNEW ONLY. KAGNEW, BECAUSE 
OF CONDITION AND CONFIGURATION OF THESE GENERATING UNITS, IS 
ONLY CAPABLE OF PROVIDING 1.5 MW TO EF.T.PA IN PERIODS OF EMERGENCY. 
FROM THE STANDBY UNIT (#2) ONLY. OUR INTENTION IS TO PROVIDE 
THE CITY OF ASMARA WITH A MAXIMUM OF 1.5 MW PROVIDED THAT KAGNEW 
REQUIREMENTS CAN BE MET WITHOUT UTILIZATION OF THE KAGNEW STANDBY 
UNIT (#2) WHICH IN THE PAST HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO EELPA FOR 
SHORT PERIODS OF TIME. 

5. EELPA IS APPARENTLY RIGHTLY CONCERNED ABOUT LACK OF WATER TO 
POWER ITS STEAM GENERATORS. THEIR TWO DIESEL GENERATORS ARE WEARY 
AND UNLIKELY TO ENDURE TWO MONTHS OF SUSTAINED USAGE IF WATER 

IS IN SHORT SUPPLY. ON OTHER HAND. ONLY TWO OF FOUR KAGNEW GENERA- 
TORS ARE IN SATISFACTORY CONDITION. THIS MESSAGE COORDINATED 
WITH OIC NAVCOMMU. 

SLUTZ 
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